Serial No. 10/796,030 

IN THE SPECIFICATION: 

The specification as amended below with replacement paragraphs shows added text 
With underlining and deleted text with strik e through . 

Please REPLACE paragraphs [OOO63-[0O10] with following paragraphs: 

t0006| iR - th e -prior-art - hQw e v e F, However with the prior art, in the case where the information 
distributor such as the broadcasting station, eter distributes the information attached with no 
advertisement but with the charge, even when the user wishes to see th e i nfo r mat i on with fro o of 
eh a r - g e ttie information free of charge, even if th e advertisement is attached to it the information 
is attached with advertisement , th e user - is- unab le to rece i ve the information thereof froo of 
charge and to r o cord th e in f ormati o n but the user is unable to receive and record the information 
free of charge regardless of with or without advertisement. 

[0007] Further, heretofore, the infomiation distributor such as the broadcasting station, e t^ - h a s 
t=Hthef=te-distributed an information free of charge by attaching the a dv erti sement to th e 
i nform a tiGr ^T with the advertisement information attached to the information, howev e r th e r e 
f e e e nt l y i nor ea s e s - a - cas e in wh i ch But, recently, it is on the increase that the information 
distributor such as the broadcasting station, eter^ too, distributes an Information with a charge fey 
not attach i ng th e adv e rtisement to i t 

[0008] Moreover, i n th e cas e of attaching the advertis e ment informat i on to th o i nf o rm a t i oB to - b e 
d i stributed > when the advertisement information is attached to the information to be distributed. 
only the information distributor such as the broadcasting stationretOr can select contents of the 
advertisements to be distributed. As a result, the majority of users watch see the same 
advertisements and are imposed to watch forced to see unnecessary advertisements, wherein 
the advertisements which are d i stributed to each user can not be differentiated minutely 
according to age groups, their favorites, eter and the like. 

[0009] Further, generally, when the information distributor such as the broadcasting stationr^ter 
a d o pts a n y on e of th e cas e of d i stributing on e p i ece of i nformat i on os the fr ee of ch a r ge 
iRformat ie n w i th th e a dv e rtis e ment i nformation, a nd th e case of d i stributing the infor - m a t i e fi- as 
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pa i d-for i nformation w i th - no a^veFtise fiFi e distributes a piece of information, the 

information distributor distributes the piece of information with the advertisement information 
attached at free of charge, or distributes the information without the advertisement information 
attached> but with a charge. But the information distributor does not take- sUGh a ch a ng e ov e r th a t 
th e-t nfo i mat i on with the advertisem e nt i nformat i on which is d i stributed as a fre e- of - oh a rge 
mf e Fmat l on - is - chaRg e d to tho infomiation with no advertisement i nformat i on wh i ch is distr i but e d 
as a paid - for i nformat i on change this manner, that is, changes the manner of distribution of the 
free-of-charge information with the advertisement attached, to the manner of distribution of the 
charged information without the advertisement information attached . 

[0010] As a result, despite the fact that there are the users who want to record the information 
distributed free of charge even with the advertisement information attached and users who do 
not care for being charg e d but wafit - to - g e t th e -adv e rt i s e m o nt i n for mat i on removed, and 
nevertheless , and there are users who desire not to have the advertisement information 
attached to the infonnation even the information is distributed at a charge, the information 
distributor such as the broadcasting stationr^tOrr does not provide i ntricate complicate services 
of pe rfor - ming making both types of information distributions in order to meet those demands, 
an d - Qf - ch a nging th e lyp e-sueh^ changing a pa i d for i nformation distribut i on to a fr ee - of-charg e 
information distrib uti o n nor changing the distribution of the charged information to the distribution 
of the free-of"Charge information . Hence, there was a case of being unable to me e t th e d e sir e s 
of the users where the user's desire was not met . 

Please REPLACE paragraph [0030]-[0041] with following paragraphs: 

[0030] One example of the operation of the invention will be explained. In the present invention, 
for instance, the advertisement insertion terminal of the user receives a r> a r b itrary f^ i e o e- of 
adv e rtis e m e nt -j f^fefmation from an advert i sement ag e nt e stab tis h i ng -a- oontr a Gt - rand r e cor d s t he 
informat i on - by -i n se rting th e adv e rtisement i nformat i on i nto the infefm a t i o f f d i strib^^it e d - w i th a 
sharpe an advertisement information from the contracted advertisement apent, and inserts the 
advertiisement information into the information distributed with a charge, and records the 
information with the adveri:isement information . Horoin, for i nstance, a broadcasting stat i on may 
be e x e mpl ified a s th e i nfonn ati on d i stributor, however, the i nvent i on i s not lim i t e d to th e 
broad c ast in g station^s th o infonnat i on distributor Here, as the information distributor, for 
exam ple, a broadcasting station may be exemplified^ However with the present invention, the 
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fe e ei v e d -i fiformQtion, thereby i mposing the advert i ser to pay a charg e for, e.g., ca o l iorgeab l e 
bf^ a <^Ga e t - to th e i nformation d i stributor such as the broadcasting, etc By inserting the 
advertisement information into the received information, the advertisement insertion terminal has 
the advertiser pay for example, a charge for a charged broadcast to the information distributor, 
such as the broadcasting station . Then, the user is able to record the information of the 
chargeabl e charged broadcast as a piec e of free-of-charge information or as the information with 
a benefit to the user 

[0032] Thus, a service for inserting the advertisement information into the information and 
hav i ng - th e so p i eces of information recorded recording the information with the inseri:ed 
advertisement information, will hereinafter be called a pictur e /sound r e cording a picture 
recording/sound recording instruction service. Note tha t, with the present invention> in the case 
of recording the information, i mage i nformat i on invo l ves a picture r e cording process, and sound 
tnfeFm a tion i nvotv es-a sound r o cordinp process when an image information is to be recorded, it 
is called a picture recording process, and when a sound information is to be recorded, it is called 
a sound recording process . Further, in the following discussion, the record of the information 
might simply be referred to as picture recording of the information, however, in a case where the 
information contains sound information and the image information as well, simply performing the 
picture recording process might contain a sound recording process without a ny d e f i nit e 
doscription expressly refers to the sound recordinc:! process . 

[0033] !n the With the present invention, an advertisement insertion server of a- p ie tu fe/s eu f td 
fe©er4 i iig a picture recoding/sound recording instruction service provider such as th e 
advertisement agent, etc, transm i ts to th e adv e rtis e m e nt ins e rtion t e rminal of the us e r , such as 
the advertisement agent, transmits to the advertisement insertion terminal of the user by 
associating (1) th e adv e rt i s e ment information prov i d e d - by4h e- H? i €tu Fe/8e und4 B €O f d i ng 4 n s tFuet 4 eB 
service provider such as th e adv e rtisem e nt ag e nt, e tG rr Wh e retn4h e-a 4v e rt j s e meRt4rtfefm at} ofi 
containing multimedia i nformat i on such as an adv e rtis e m e nt-mov i ng p i cture ra fi -a dv e rtte e ment 
strll p i ctur e , an adv e rtis e m e nt v oi c e , a dv e rtis e m e nt Gh a fa€t e rs a nd "a n -a dvertisem e Rt - ti 
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af b i tF a ry - Gomb if^a ti e ns th e r e of and f 1) the advertisement information, which is provided bv the 
picture recordin!::r/sound recording fnstruction service provider such as the advertisement agent, 
and containing the information such as an advertisement moving picture^ an advertisement still 
picture, an advertisement voice, advertisement characters and an advertisement link or any 
combinations thereof, with> in some case. (2) the p i oture/sound - r eee r -di n g HnstfUct i on i n for mati o n 
i nd i cat i ng th e adv e rtis e ment informat i on being inserted into the information-t e- be d f stnbut e d T 
Th e adv e rtis e m e nt informat i on i s assoc i ated with the picture/sound recordiRg H i^ s t - r - u otie n 
inform a tion i n a f i x e d c a s e (2) the picture recording/sound recording instruction information 
indicating the insertion of the advertisement information into the information . 

[0034] H e re i n, the process of associating the advertis e m e nt i nfofm a t ie r H A^th - th e -p i otur e /sound 
record i ng instruct i on information impf ios Here> associating the advertisement information with 
the picture recording/sound recording instruction information means is . for instance, that the 
advertisement infonnation is linked to the picture/sound r e cord i ng the picture recording/sound 
recording instruction information. Accordingly, th e advertisomont infor mati on b ei ng l i nk e d to th o 
p i cture/sound recording instruction informati e Mh e adv e rt i s e m e nMnform a tion - and - th e 
picture/sound r e cording so long as the advertisement information is linked to the picture 
recording/sound recording instruction information, the advertisement information and the picture 
recording/sound recording instruction information may be transmitted together or may be 
transmitted separately to the advertisement insertion terminal from the advertisement insertion 
server. 

[0035] Note that there is a l so a case where the advertisement i nsertion term i n a l - may g e n er- ate 
the p i otur e /SGund r e cord i ng instr y et i onHnformatien a s w e ll a s - be i ng a cas e w here t he 
advertiseme nt inser ti on - s e rv e f - g e ri e rat es-a nd4f a n e mte4h i nstruction 
information to the advertisement insertion term i n al not only the case where the adv ertisement 
insertion server generates the picture recording/sound recording instruction information and 
transmits it to the advertisement insertion terminal, but aiso there is a case where the 
advertisement insertion terminal generates the picture recording/sound recording instruction 
information. In this case, it is unnecessary to transmit th e p i ctur e /sound r e cording i nstruction the 
picture rec ordin g/sound recording instruction information to the advertisement insertion terminal 
from the advertisement insertion server. 



5 



Serial No, 10/796,030 

[0036] ON At the user's advertisement insertion terminal, on th e oc c a si on of when recording the 
information which has been broadcast with a charge such as a TV program, eterr (3) the 
advertisement information is inserted into the program information on the bas i s of based on the 
piGtuf e /s ey n d r e c o rding the picture recording/sound recording instruction information wheft 
^ e rforming -t h e Hatetuf e /SGyn d Fe G Q Fd i fig ^^ o^ ^ 

[0037] H e re a t on the occ a s i on of Here, when inserting the advertisement information into the 
information, the advertisement information may be inserted into the head of the information, or 
the advertisement information may also be inserted into the information in accordance with a 
piece of information for inserting the advertisement information, this pi e ce of information b ei ng 
GQRt ai ned i n th e- p i ctyF e /sG u nd - r e cord i nq i n s truction information which is contained in the picture 
recording/sound recording instruction information . 

[0038] it is to be noted that the ben e fit g i ven to th e user in the inv e ntion can bo ox o mpl i fiod such 
as money, a var i ety of points, a premium, prev isi en - of- a- s e rv i ee- a n d- afb i traiy - Gornb ina ti^^ ^ 
th e r e of by w a y of one example , wth the present invention, for the benefit given to the user, It 
may be made, for example, in the form of money, a variety of points, a premium, provision of a 
service and any combinations thereof . Further, for the device for managing the benefits 
pertaining th e users can b e e xemplified such as the advert i sement insertion s o rv G r r- Mof e ov e ry 
the term i nal ut i lized by the user can be exempl i fied such as the adv e rt i s e m e RtHfi ee rt -i en t e m ^ iin a l 
to be given to the users, the advertisement insertion server may be exemplified. Moreover, for 
the terminal utilized by the user, the advertisement insertion terminal may be exempiified . 

[0039] According to the present invention, th e- u se r - s a n r e c e iv e th e adv e rtis e ment i nformat i on 
showing an advertisement hav i ng a content prepared i ndepend e nt l y by the piGtur e feei i n d 
recording i nstruction servic e provider, and can insert the advert i sement inform a t i on4nte - th e 
picture/sound recording program information the advertisement infonnation showing an 
advertisement having a content prepared independently by the picture recording/sound 
recording instruction service provider, is received by the user, who can insert the received 
jdyertisement i the information of a program for performing the picture 

recording/sound recording , whereby the i^ i e t ur -e /se uf ^ ^ the picture recording/sound 

recording instruction service provider can §am obtain a revenue from the advertiser. 
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provider who made a contract with the picture recordinq/sound recording instruction service 
provider , receives the advertisement information and records the information by insert i ng the 
a 4vert i s e m eR t Hfi fQm at4ei^-f nte - th e4 B^ distr i b u t e d , inserts the received advertisement 

information, i nto the information distributed as a chargeable broadcast , and records the 
information with the advertisement information inserted therein . The user inserts the 
a #v e rt ise m e rvt i nformation into the information, thus i mposes the advert i ser to pay a charge for 
the chargeab l e informat i on to the informat i on distributor such as th e broadcast i ng station, etc., 
a nd can record the information as the fr ee - of charge information or as the i nformat i on with the 
teenefft By inserting the advertisement information into the received information, the user has the 
advertiser pay, for example, a charge for a charged broadcast to the information distributor, such 
as the broadcasting station, whereby, the user is able to record the distributed information as a 
free-of-charge information or as the information with benefit to the user . 

[0041] Further, by selecting the picture recordinq/sound recording instruction service provider 
the user can select the advertiser suited to a the user's own merit desire . Moreover, the 
adv e rtis e r, th e adv e rt i s e r - s own adv e rt i s e m e nt being sur ol y watched by the users, can i ncreas e 
the e ffectiv e ness of ad v eft l s i ngrand^'yrth e r-g a ms -a-si ^^ of the commerc i al 

artic le through th e adv e rt i s e m e nt In this way, the advertiser's own advertisement is sure to be 
viewed by the user, so that the advertiser can improve the advertisement and promotion effects, 
and further to be able to provide a support for the goods to be purchased by the user through 
such advertisement . The chargeab l e information d i stributor has no n e c e ssity of prov i d i ng the 
semG e -foNj j stribytir^g the chargeable information free of charg e as th e user desir e s, th e r e by 
e lim i n a ting - th e n e G e ss t ty for th e complicated proc e sses Still further, the distributor who 
distributes the infomiation with a charge, will be no longer required to provide the service for 
changing the charged information distribution to the free of charge information distribution, as 
the user desires, thereby the complicated processes will no longer be reguired . 

Please REPLACE paragraph [0070]"f0096] with following paragraphs: 

[0070] Next, a specific e xamp l e of t h e ar c hit ect u r e a description will be made of a specific example 
of the configuration of the system utilizing the an embodiment of the advertisement insert:ion terminal 
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according to the present invention, w ilt b ee xjc^ la i ne ^ with reference to FIG, 3. FIG, 3 is a v ie w - of4l = > e 
QTOj^ j teGtid fe a diagram of the configuration of the system utilizing the one embodiment of the 
advertisement insertion terminal according to the present invention. 

[0071] In the system shown in FIG 3, a home 301 and a ^ le tw e / se uB dHPe eerdfflg picture 
recording/sound recording instruction service 392 309 are connected to each other via a network 
303. Th i s n e twork 303 can b e e xempl i f ied-s UGh - as - th e- lnt e rn e t For this network 303. for 
example. Internet may be exemplified . Further, this network 303 e aFH fiveW e- th^s e- ef may use 
a CATV network, telephone linesr-eter and the like , 

[0072] Moreover, a charg e abl e charged broadcasting station 304 broadcasts a ch a rg e ab le 
charged broadcast as the information to the of the present invention to a tuner 306 in the home 
393 301 Further, an advertiser 305 sends a paym e nt of an adv e rtis e m e nt charge transmits to 
an advertisement information management unit 313 of an advertisement insertion server 302. a 
payment of an advertisement charge , an order of the advertisement and the advertisement 
information to th e adv e rtisem e nt informat i on manag e m e nt -- un i t - 343 - of4h e advert i s e m ^ ^ ^ 
insert i on server 302 . 

[0073] The home 301 is e quipp e d provided with the tuner 306, th e- progfam - p f ctu r e /sound 
r e eoFdinf a program picture recording/sound recording terminal 307 for recording the 
information on a hard disk and or on a video tape, and an advertisement insertion tenninal 308. 
=Phe A recording medium used by the program p i etw e /^eund reoord i ng picture recording/sound 
recording temninal 307 is not limited to anything particular. 

[0074] The advertisement insertion terminal 308 includes a p i eture/seu n d r -e eerd i ag picture 
recording/sound recording condition notifying unit 310 for r e ceiving -a- p ie Ge - ^f - acGoun tf ng 
informat i on on th e charge a bl e broadcast from th e tun e r 306 and - s e n di ng th e - a eGoun ti ng 
i nformation and a pic t u re /s o und - r e G o rd i ng oGnd iti on te-an -a ceo un t f yn j t ..g 4H 4 ^en 
the basis of th e in form a tton g i v e n^r o m ■ a^a i etw e /s eti n ^^^ instruction executing unit 312 

which receives from the tuner 306 a charge account information with respect to the charged 
broadcast, and, at the same time, transmits to a charge account management unit 314 the 
charge account information and the state of picture recording/sound recording based on the 
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information from a picture recording/sound recording instruction executing unit 312 : a program 
table display selection unit 311; and the p i ctur e / s e u n d ^ e eefdina picture recordinp/sound 
recording instruction executing unit 31 2. Furtlier, the p i etw e /ee u nd r e cording picture 
recording/sound recording instruction service dG3r 309 includes an advertisement insertion 
server S09 302, 

[0075] The advertisement insertion server 309 302 includes, an advertisement information 
management unit 313 for selecting an advertisement to be inserted into a specified program or 
aB- y n s peeifiod category of program by, e .g., a b i d, an -a ecount i ng - m a nagem e nt - un i t - 31 4 a 
program of a certain penre by, for example, a tender: the charge account management unit 314 : 
an Internet program table transmitting unit 315; an advertisement information transmitting unit 
316 for transmitting the advertisement information selected by the advertisement information 
management unit 313 to the picturo/sound recording picture recording/sound recording 
Instruction executing unit 312 of the advertisement insertion terminal 308; and a p i cture/sound 
recording picture recording/sound recording instruction information generating/transmitting unit 
317, 

[0076] Note that the function of the picture/sound recording picture recording/sound recording 
instruction information generating/transmitting unit 317 can be provided on the side of the home 
301 . In this case, the p i ctur e /sound -ffl eoFding picture recording/sound recording instruction 
information generating/transmitting unit 317 of the advertisement insertion server 309 ZOZ is not 
required. For example, the advertisement insertion terminal 308 may be provided with the 
function of the p i cture/sound record i ng picture recording/sound recording instruction infomiation 
generating/transmitting unit 317. 

[0077] Next, a n op e ra tio n of t he s ystem shown in F I G. 3 wil l be e xpla i n e d a description will be 
made of an operation of the system shown in FIG. 3 , At first, FIG 4 shows a flowchart of an 
operation of the advertisement insertion server 308 302 il lu strat e d shown in FIG 3. To start with, 
the Internet program table transmitting unit 315 specifies the advertisement insertion terminal 
that acc e ss e s has accessed to the advertisement insertion server 309 302 (S401). 

[0078] Subsequently, the internet program table transmitting unit 31 5 s e nd s transmits a program 
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table to the advertisement insertion terminal of a user, and prompts th o user to s elee t- a ^frt - to - 
fe eordi^roar a m by disp l ov i np tho program table to the user lets the user view the program table 
to enable the user to select a program which the user desires to record (S402), H e r ei n Here , the 
program table d i splay e d to be shown to the user will be explain e d r e ferring to FIG. 5A and F I G, 
^ described with reference to FIG 5 . F I G. 5A a nd F I G> 5B FIQ 5 is a schematic ehart diagram 
showing one example of the program table disp l ay e d to be shown to the user when the 
advertisement insertion terminal of the user acc e sses has accessed to the advertisement 
insertion server in the system ut i lizing , in the system in which one embodiment of the 
advertisement insertion terminal according to the invention , is used , 

[00791 As shown in FIQ §A 5 fa) , a date 501 , start/ e nd starting and ending time 502, a channel 
503 and a program information 504 are indicated in the program table displayed to be shown to 
the user Then, as shown in FIG, §B 5£bl, the program information 504 contains p ie e e s - ef 
i p rfofffl a t j en ^ ue l^ ^s -a ^feaF a m - e a t e gorv ^ ^ ^ information including, for example, a program 
genre code , a program code, a program name, a program content, an audience charge, an 
advertisement preferential charge and the pictur o /sound - f e eord i ng picture recording/sound 
recording instruction information, whereby the user can confirm the information. Note that the 
information about the p i ctur e /sound r e cording instruction informat i on relating to the picture 
recording/sound recording instruction information is shown in, ergr for example . FIG, 7 which will 
be g i ven later on described later . 

[0080] Next, in S402 shown in FfG. 4» when the user selects a program to be recorded, the 
program table display selection unit 311 sends transmits the information about of the program 
selected by the user to the p i ctur e /sound record i ng picture recording/sound recording instruction 
information generating/transmitting unit 317. 

[0081] Subsequently, the p i cture/sound record i ng picture recording/sound recording instruction 
information generating/transmitting unit 317 confirms p ie c e s of -i nform a t i on about- t he 
advertisement inserted i nto the program selected by th e user on th e basts of the information 

regarding the advertisement to be inserted into the program selected by the user, based on the 
advertisement information management table recorded in the advertisement information 
management unit 313 {S403). 
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[0082] Heroin Here , th e p ie G e & - of i nformation about the information regarding the advertisement 
to be inserted into the program selected by the user, and which is confirmed by the 
pictur e /sou n d re cording picture recording/soun d recording instruction information 
generating/transmitting unit 31 7, afe contains , for example, a content of the advertisement ti^^ 
whern ns e rting the advert ! s e m o nt -4 nto th e program, a nd so on a time at which the advertisement 
is inserted into the program, and the like . 



[0083] 

info r mat io n management unit Sl - SrW ifl b e-e x -ptame d with referen<5 e- te - H<5. - 6A -a nd FIQ 6B Here, 
a description will be made of an advertisement information management table recorded in the 
advertisement information management unit 313. with reference to FIG 6 . F I G. 6A and FI G; - 6B 
FIQ 6 is a conceptual Glwt diagram of the advertisement information management table 
recorded in the advertisement information management unit 313 In4he- system utili z ing , in the 
system in which one embodiment of the advertisement insertion terminal according to the 
invention , is used . 



[0084] FIG 6A 6(ai is a conceptual eiwt diagram of the advertisement information management 
table recorded in the advertisement information management unit 3 43 ^ 4^ IGr-§B unit 313, and 
FIG 6(b) is a conceptual Glwt diagram of a customer company dem and destinat i on i nformat i on 
ind i cating a d e m a n d d e stination of a oustom e f company as a bid di n g adv o rt i s e r -identilied-by^ 
piece of bid di ng a dv e rtiser id e nt i fy i ng i nform a tion of a billing destination information indicating 
the billing destination of a customer company which is a bidding advertiser identified by a bidding 
advertiser identifying information in the advertisement information management table. 



[0085] The advertisement information management table contains therein , as items, a program 
or cat e gory genre identifying information, a - pr e d i c ted di s tributi on count predicted number of 
distributions , an advertisement time fange frame , bidding advertiser identifying information, a 
desired ma xi mu m a dv e rt i s e m e nt count desired maximum number of advertisements , a 
d i stribution pneritv the order of priorities for distributions , a bidding price, an advertisement 
information identification code, a distribut i on predicted -a dv e rt i s e m e nt count predicted number of 
advertisements for distribution , a n actual advertisomo F^ i > €oyRt -a nd an advertis e ment e xp e nditure 
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gai4 the actual number of advertisements, and advertisement fees paid , 

[0086] The program or category genre identifying information indicates a program name or a 
eat e gery genre of the program. The predicted distribution count number of distributions 
indicates a predicted value of the number of the advertisement insertion terminals to - wWcM I =^ e 
program informat i on i s distributed of the distribution destination of the information of a program . 
The advertisement time rang e shows a plura li ty of d i ff e r e nt tim e r a ng e s frame shows a plurality 
of time frames which differ in terms of time, in the program into which the advertisement is 
inserted. 

[0087] The bidding advertiser identifying information indicates the information of the advertiser 
desiring for the insertion of the advertisement into the program. The desired maximum 
odvertisoment count number of advertisements indicates the number of the advertisement 
insertion terminals in which the information of the advertisement desired by each advertiser is 
recorded. The d i stribution priority order of priorities for distributions indicates a pr e d e t o rm i n o d 
rang e of priority for every adv e rtiser a degree of priority of a predetermined frame per each 
advertiser. Th i s - pri e rity i s qon o ra l ly coincidont with a va l u o of th e bidd i ng pric o This degree of 
priority is generally in coincident v\^th the largeness of the bidding price , however, there might be 
a case of being unco i no i dent wth th e bidding price, tak i ng e l ements oth e r than the bidding prico 
i nto cons i deration v\rfiere elements^ other than the bidding price, are taken into consideration, so 
that the degree of priority does not coincide with the bidding price > 

[0088] The bidding price indicates a monetary price as a benefit given to the user i n a cas e 
wher e, when each advertiser inserts the advertisement information into a predetermined time 
fange frame and the user records the advertisement information m in the advertisement 
insertion terminal. Note tha t, in the present invention, the benefit given to the user is not limited 
to the money and may b e various types of po i nts according to th e inv e nt i on , and it may be 
various types of points . 

[0089] The advertisement information identification code indicates an identification code of the 
advertisement information i ns e rt e d by th e- i nd i v i dua l-a dvertiseF i nto - th e progr a m to be inserted 
into the program by each advertiser The distribution prodiot o d o dv o rt ise m e nt count number of 



12 



Serial No. 10/796,030 

predicted advertisements for distribution indicates the number of tlie advertisement insertion 
terminals of the users, to wh i ch the user to whom the advertisement information of every each 
advertiser is distributed, which is determined based on the pred i cted distr i bution count b y the 
predicted number of distrifaulJons , the desired maximum advertisement count and th e d i st iHte yt i ea 
gfiefitv desired maximum number of advertisements, and the order of priorities for distributions . 
Th e actu al adv e rt i sem e nt count ind i cat e s the numb e r of th e advertis e m e nt i nsert i on te r mi nal s to 
wh i ch th e adv e rtis e m e nt is d i stribut e d at the pr e s e nt> 



10090] The advert i sement expend i ture paid advertisement fee paid indicates whether or not 
each advertiser has paid an advertisement o xp o nd i tur o fee to a company providing the 
p i cture/sound r e cording picture recording/sound recording service of the present invention. On 
the other hand, th e custom e r company demand d e stinat i on information shown i n F(G; 6B the 
billing destination information of the customer company shown in FIG 6fb) contains, as items, 
bidding advertiser identifying information, a demand billing destination, a telephone number and 
a person in charge. 



[0091] Next, the discussion gets back to the e xp l an a tion returns to the description of the 
flowchart in FIG. 4. The picture/sound recording picture recording/sound recording instruction 
information generating/transmitting unit 317 cr e ates, based on th e confirmed adv o rt i s o m e nt 
information, the picture/sound record i ng instruction infonnation generates the picture 
recording/sound recording instruction information based on the confirmed advertisement 
information (S404), H e feinr4h e- p i otur - e/soynd - r e eerd i <^ - instFuet i onHnfo 

With reference to F I G. 7Aand FIG. 7B Here> a description will be made of the picture 
recording/sound recording instruction information generated by the picture recording/sound 
recording instruction informati on generating/transmitting unit 317, with reference to FIG. 7 . 



[0092] F I Q 7A and FIG. 7B i s a conceptual chart FIQ 7 is a conceptual diagram showing a 
structure of the p i cture/sound record i ng picture recording/sound recording instruction information 
created generated by the pictur e /sound r e cording picture recording/sound recording instruction 
information generating/transmitting unit 317 i n th e syst e m ut il iz i ng , in the system in which one 
embodiment of the advertisement insertion terminal according to the present invention , is used . 
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[0093] In the example shown m- PlG 7A and F I G. 7B in FIG. 7 , there are e xempi i fi e d two cas e s 
w heF e- p ie c e of - piGtur e /sound r ee erd i Bg 4 f]Stru information are g i ven as the p i cture/sound 
fe Gor4 j r^g i BStr M Gtiori i n ^ ^^ 1(F1G. 7A) in the case of inserting a CM (Comm e rcia l 

Me ssa ge^-a n -a dv e rt i sem e nt) i B - a w ^ specif i es a program, and g i ven as the picture/sound 
r e cording i nstruct i on inform a tiofvof -- a t y p e - 2{ HG 7& ) -if^^ the CM 

(Commercial Message) in a way that spe cifie s a G ^nanm ^ an 4 -- a - 6 a t e go p ^ ^ program two (2) 
types of the picture recording/sound recording instruction information, that is. a type 1 refers to 
the picture recording/sound recording instruction information when a CM (advertisement) is 
inserted bv specifying the program, and a type 2 refers to the picture recording/sound recording 
Instruction information when a CM (advertisement) is inserted bv specifying the channel and the 
genre of the program . 



[0094] As shown in FIG 7, both of the-typ e 1 a Bd4 l ^ e 4yp e- 2 hav e it e ms such as a channel, start 
d a te/time, end date/t i me each of types 1 and 2 of the picture recording/sound recording 
instruction information has items such as a channel, starting date and time, ending date and 
time , an advertisement (1) information identification code, an advertisement (1) information 
inserting position, an advertisement (2) information identification code, an advertisement (2) 
information inserting position, and, the same items from (3) onward (in the case of inserting 
three or more pieces of advertisement information) . 



[0095] Further, 

program cat e gon/ as - an i t e m regarding the points of difference between the type 1 picture 
recording/sound recording instruction information and the type 2 picture recording/sound 
recording instruction information, the type 1 contains, as an item, a program code of a specified 
program which is a direct object of the picture recording, and the type 2 contains, as an item, a 
program genre to which the program of the obiect of the picture recording belongs . Moreover, in 
the type 2, for i nstanc e , a CM vid e o str ea m-eo r r e sponding t o 7 o m / koukoku^592.mpg" i n th e 
adv 0 rtis e m eft t -f1- > i fifofmat i ori ide nt i fication code is s e t as the advertis e m e nt information, a nd, for 
ex a ry i p l er -a- CM v ideo stream corre s pond i ng to 7Gm/koukoku012 - 3 T fflp § ^n4h e a dv e rti ^ 
i nformat i on i dent i fication cod e i s s e t as th e ad v erti s e ment i nfor r n a t i e i i Further, in the case of the 
type 2 picture recording/sound recording instruction Information, the identification code of the 
advertisement information to be inserted is related to a CM picture stream> Specifically, in the 
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type 2 picture recording/sound recording instruction information, for the advertisement (1) 
information identification code 7cm/koukoku4592.mpg". and for the advertisement (2) 
information identification code 7cm/l^oukol<:u0123.mpg". a CM picture stream is set respectively 
as the advertisement information . 

[0096] Next, the discussion gets back to the explanation returns to the description of the 
flowchart in FIG. 4. The piGtu r-efee fetnd^ e eerd i ng picture recording/sound recording instruction 
information generating/transmitting unit 317 and the advertisement information transmitting unit 
31 6 tf -a mm i t s transmit, to the pioture/sound record i ng picture recording/sound recording 
instruction executing unit 312 of the advertisement insertion terminal designated by the user, the 
j^w e feound r e e ef d i nf picture recording/sound recording instruction information and the 
advertisement information in a way that associates these p i eces of i nformat i on fay associating 
them with each other (8405). He rei nHh e process of assoc i ating th e p i cture/sound r e cord i ng 
in s truct i on i nform a t i on and th e adv e rt i sement information with each oth e r involves Here, 
regarding associating the picture recording/sound recording instruction information and the 
advertisement information with each other , it can be considered, ass i gnin g an a dv e rtis e m e nt 
informa tio n identificat i on code transmitted by the adv e rtis e m e nt information transm i tt i ng unit 31 6 
to the picture/sound r e cord i ng i nstruct i on information that, for example, as shown in FIG 7. an 
identification code of the advertisement information, which is to be transmitted by the 
advertise ment information transmitting unit 316, is given to the picture recording/sound recording 
instruction information. 
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